
Come walk Israel with Jesus. 
 

When we study the Lord Jesus’ ministry in the Bible it can feel very far removed from 
our daily lives.  This devotional is going to bring the presence of Jesus to life in new 

ways.  It will take you to the very places Jesus walked with pictures of what those places 
look like today.  Culture and context will come alive so that you can apply the Lord’s 

teachings to your daily life. 

This devotional includes photos of the actual places Jesus walked as they are today. 
Walk Israel with Jesus, where He and His Words come alive!   
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All four of the gospels have the same detailed account of 
Jesus’ Baptism.  This may not seem important, but if you 
read the gospels they all present their own version of the 
same accounts of history, as they should be.  If four people 
were to witness an event today and all were asked to write 
down what they remembered, each story would vary a bit.  
Each person would include the details that stood out to 
them the most.   
 
However, Jesus’ baptism must have been something spec-
tacular to be described in the same detail by each of the gos-
pel writers.  After all, it’s not every day one gets to see the 
heavens open up! 

As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him.  And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I 
love; with him I am well pleased.” Matthew 3:16-17 
 
Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like 
a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” Mark 1:10-11 
 
When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was opened and 
the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom 
I love; with you I am well pleased.” Luke 3:21-22 

 
Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. And I myself 
did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit 
come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ I have seen and I testify that this is God’s 
Chosen One.” John 1:32-34 
 
Something stands out to me in these passages.  As God sends down the Holy Spirit to descend on Jesus He says, 
“This is my son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”  If you are a Christian, born again from above, then, ac-
cording to scripture, God’s Holy Spirit lives in you.  It is a gift from God.  It is His way of telling you.  “You are my 
child whom I love, with you I am well pleased.” 
 
It’s important to recognize that God gave this gift of the Holy Spirit at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry.  He also gave 
it to you at the very moment of your conversion and re-birth into Christ.  You didn’t earn it from any good deeds or 
outstanding behavior.  You didn’t have to rack up good Christian miles to cash in for your helping of the Holy Spirit.  
God welcomed you into His family just as you were. 
 
Enjoy today knowing:  You are loved.  God is pleased with you. 
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Jesus had just finished His sermon on the mount.  He 
had taught the crowds and they were excitedly fol-
lowing Him into town to see if He might teach them 
more.  On His way down the mountain He is stopped 
by a leper. 
 
It is important to note that this leper would not have 
been allowed to listen on the mount with the others 
and he was not welcome in town, so his only chance 
to meet Jesus was on the path into town.  As he sees 
Jesus approaching he throws himself on the ground 
in desperation and faith and says, “Lord, if you are 
willing, you can make me clean.” (Matt. 8:2) 

Jesus responds in love by touching the man.  This would have been the first time that this man has been touched 
since he became sick.  He was used to being scorned and frowned upon.  He was used to being an outcast that no 
one wanted to look at, let alone touch.  Yet Jesus’ first response was to touch him. 
 
Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” Immediately he was cleansed of 
his leprosy. (Matt 8:3) 
 

Jesus continues throughout Capernaum healing the unlikely, the outcasts:   
 Jesus heals the Centurion’s servant.  The Centurion (Roman officer) represented a cruel occupation (though per-

sonally he was friendly to the Jews).  He even acknowledges his unjust request by saying, “Lord, I do not deserve 
to have you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed.” (Matt 8:8) 

 Jesus heals the demon possessed. (Matt. 8:14-17, Mark 1:29-34, Luke 4:38-41) 
 Jesus heals the paralyzed man full of sin that was lowered through the roof where He taught.  (Mat 9:2-8; Mk 2:1

-12; Lk 5:17-26). 
 Jesus spends much of His time in Capernaum healing and eating with sinners, and when He is criticized he says, 

“It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” Luke 
5:31 

 

Jesus was on a rescue mission.  He came for the sinners.  It’s all part of God’s great love story to reconcile man to 
Himself that started way back when Adam and Eve ate that forbidden fruit and separated themselves from God.  Je-
sus didn’t come for the righteous, the morally right, the justified.  He came for you!  He came for me.  He came for 
sinners to cleanse us from our sin. 
 

We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 
    each of us has turned to our own way; 

and the Lord has laid on him 
    the iniquity of us all. 

Isaiah 53:6 
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Let’s follow Jesus into Caesarea Philippi, up 
in northern Galilee.  This is a place a Jew 
would not have normally gone.  In fact they 
would have avoided it all together.   
 
Caesarea was a region where people wor-
shiped in the temple of the god Pan, a fer-
tility God.  His half man half goat statue 
stood at the opening of a massive cave 
carved into the side of a steep mountain 
where it was said that Baal would enter 
and exit the  
underworld. 

Caesarea was a dark place; a place of the god’s of the underworld, and people that worshiped them.  Still, Rabbi 
Jesus led his disciples into this territory and they followed him.  This dark place was important.  Jesus wanted to 
teach his disciples something. 
 

On their way into Caesarea Jesus prepared His disciples. “Who do people say I am?” (Matt. 16:13) (Mark 8:27) 
When Peter answered correctly, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God,” Jesus replied, “Blessed are 
you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heav-
en.” (Matt. 16:16-17) 
 

Jesus gave his disciples confidence as they entered this dark land.  He gave them the assurance that they were 
in the presence of the one true God.  It was as if He was building them up not to fear what was ahead.  He ce-
ments this confidence when He says, “And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.  I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven;” (Matt. 
16:18-19) 
 

As they approach the literal gates of Hell, Jesus tells them that He will be giving them the authority over it.  Not 
only authority over Hell, but the keys to Heaven! 
 
Jesus calls to the crowd.  The very crowd that Jews were afraid to approach.  Jesus calls to them!  I love how 
bold Jesus is and that he never asks of us what He wouldn’t do Himself.  He shouts to the crowd, “What good is 
it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul?  Or what can anyone give in exchange for their 
soul?  If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be 
ashamed of them when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.” (Matt 8:36-37) 
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As Jesus and his disciples enter the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus yearns to pray and commune with His Fa-
ther, telling Peter, James and John, “My soul is deeply grieved, to the point of death” (Matt. 26:38; Mark 
14:34). As Jesus prepares to be handed over to the chief priests and the Romans so that He may be crucified, 
we witness what seems to be a moment of weakness, but really is a moment of humility and dependence of 
the Father in light of his coming pain and suffering. 
 

Here we see Jesus crying out to God asking him to “let this cup pass from Me,” (Matt. 26:39) but he asks in 
accordance with God’s will, not His. He prays this three times, and after each time, he returns to his disciples 
to find them sleeping, rebuking them, and reminding them that “the spirit is willing, but the flesh is 

As you walk around the Garden of Gethsemane, what is it in your life that you are asking God to take away 
from you? Is it the stress of work, co-workers, or your family?  
 

Maybe you are going through a series of trials and you want God to bring you peace or an answer to get 
through the storm. Pray like Jesus. Don’t just ask God once, pray multiple times, each time more fervently than 
the last. Jesus prayed so passionately that “His sweat became like drops of blood” (Lk 22:44).  
 

Not only should you pray continuously, but pray humbly. Jesus only asked that his pain would be taken away if 
it was God’s will. Pray that God’s will be done. We need to pray to be more humble in order to allow God to 
work through the pain and pressure of your trials. God knows best. 
 

I leave you with this: “And He was saying, ‘Abba! Father! All things are possible for You’” (Mark 14:36). Jesus, 
the Son of God, recognized His own need for God’s help to overcome the weaknesses of the flesh. How much 
more do we need to recognize that God is able to do all things if we just pray? 
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The Temple was, for the Jewish people, the most important and holiest place of worship. In Matt. 21:12-17, 
Jesus has just entered the temple courtyards while the Jewish people were preparing for the Passover Feast. 
The Passover Feast is a time for the Jewish nation to remember and praise God for freeing the Israelites from 
slavery during their exodus from Egypt. 
 
Because the Temple was a holy epicenter, Jewish people from all over Israel, Judea and the world made pil-
grimages to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover thus increasing the city’s population tenfold.  
 
During this time, money changers and traders would manipulate their prices and fees so that those who came 
from outside of Jerusalem, who had no other option of obtaining certain foods or resources for the upcoming 
feast, would have to overpay these “robbers” as Jesus calls them. They took advantage of the Temple in order 
to make a profit. They took God’s “house of prayer” and turned it into a “robbers’ den” (Matt. 21:13). 
 
When Jesus approached the merchants He angrily turned over their tables and chased them from the Temple.  
Once the Temple was cleared, He began teaching and healing. 
 
God’s house is a house of prayer, a place for other believers to come together to seek God’s word and worship 
Him as one body. It is not a place for recognition or personal gain.  It is a place for the communion of the 
saints (believers) and the worship of our living God.  I encourage you to pray over your local church and for the 
Universal Body of Messiah that it would truly be a “house of prayer for all the nations” (Mark 11:17). 
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Jesus’ ministry took place all over the biblical land of Israel. He walked, He sailed, He rode a donkey, and He 

battled fatigue and hunger in order to teach, heal and love the people of Israel. His earthly ministry nears its 

end as he enters Jerusalem. 

“On the next day the large crowd who had come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusa-

lem, took the branches of the palm trees and went out to meet Him, and began to shout, ‘Hosanna! Blessed is 

He who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel.’ Jesus, finding a young donkey, sat on it; as it 

is written, ‘Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your King is coming, seated on a donkey’s colt.’ These things 

His disciples did not understand at the first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these 

things were written of Him, and that they had done these things to Him. So the people, who were with Him 

when He called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead, continued to testify about Him.  For this 

reason also the people went and met Him, because they heard that He had performed this sign” (John 12:12-

18).  

What I love about this passage is how joyful the people are that Jesus is entering their city. They shout out Ho-

sanna like we would shout out to our favorite sports team or music group, but the word Hosanna is more than 

just a joyous welcome. It is a joyous cry for salvation: “SAVE US! SAVIOR!” These people welcoming Jesus with 

palm branches knew that He comes from God and that He was there to save them. Their joy has become so 

contagious they keep shouting, inspiring other people who remember his teachings and miracles to come to 

see Him. 

Jesus is our Savior. He came from Heaven to save us. As you read about the Temple Mount and the Garden of 

Gethsemane, reflect on all that Jesus did to prepare a way for you to return to The Father through Him. For 

Jesus did not die to save those who do good deeds; He died to save the whole world, and those who believe in 

Him have eternal life (John 3:16). Will you too shout for Joy as the Savior enters your heart? 
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It was foretold in the Old Testament: 
Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he humbled the land of 
Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the Sea, 
beyond the Jordan.  Isaiah 9:1 
 
After being tempted in the wilderness, Jesus begins His ministry in the Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God. “The time has come,” He said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good 
news!” (Matt. 1:14-15) 
 
Galilee is also the place Jesus returned to after he rose from the dead.  His exchange with Peter as they ate on 
the shore of the Sea of Galilee shows us the heart of Jesus: When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon 
Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” 
 
Continued... 
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“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” 
 
Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 
 
Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 
 
He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” 
 
Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 
 
The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 
 
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; 
you know that I love you.” 
 
Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.  
John 21:15-17 
 
As Christians we love Jesus.  I don’t doubt it.  But sometimes we forget what it means to love Jesus.  Love is 
not just distant adoration.  Love is not only thanksgiving.  Those are both integral parts of our relationship 
with Jesus, but love is a verb.  Jesus reminded Peter how to show and practically express his love.  “Feed my 
lambs.  Take care of my sheep.”  In other words, make disciples, encourage the discouraged, build God’s peo-
ple up.  
 
On the shore of Galilee is where Jesus gives the great commission. 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, 
to the very end of the age.” (Matt 28:19-20) 
 

Walk Israel with Jesus, where He and His Words come alive!   
CLICK HERE to book your tour to Israel,  

or learn how you can lead your own group and earn free travel.  
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